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#PaulasBestDishes goes viral after Paula Deen racism controversy 
By Meredith Blake 

June 19, 2013 12 AM PT | https://www.latimes.com/entertainment/tv/la-xpm-2013-jun-19-la-st-paula-deen-twitter-
racism-20130619-story.html 

 
Following a report that Paula Deen has used the N-word repeatedly, likes to tell racist jokes, and once proposed using 
black waiters dressed as slaves at a wedding, the hashtag #PaulasBestDishes was trending on Twitter. 
 
Inspired by her Food Network program of the same name, the hashtag combines references to America’s troubled history 
of race relations with examples of the sugary, butter-laden, deep-fried cuisine for which Deen is notorious. 
 
It started when TheRoot.com editor Tracy Clayton, who uses the inspired Twitter handle @brokeymcpoverty, expressed 
surprise that there wasn’t a Deen-inspired hashtag yet. 
 
That’s when Twitter user Pope Jeffuhz I tweeted “Separate But Equal Light & Dark Meat,” using the hashtag 
#PaulasBestDishes. By Wednesday afternoon, #PaulasBestDishes was the No. 1 trending topic on Twitter. 
 
The trend exploded on Juneteenth, the holiday commemorating the freeing of the last American slaves in Texas in 1865, 
more than two years after the Emancipation Proclamation. 

The Best #PaulasBestDishes Tweets Mocking Paula Deen 
by Hillary Dixler Canavan| Jun 19, 2013   

https://www.eater.com/2013/6/19/6417689/the-best-paulasbestdishes-tweets-mocking-paula-deen 

Since news broke of Food Networkperson/pharmashill/buttershill Paula Deen's allegedly racist deposition testimony, 
Twitter users have been adding the hashtag #PaulasBestDishes to tweets lampooning Deen. 

People are using puns, portmanteau, and alliteration to create alternative, racially charged dish titles to attribute to Deen. 
(Think along the lines of "Fresh picked cotton candy" and "Honey Bunches of Ropes.") A friend of Eater said, "It's a 
high-tech lynching -- fusillade of insults." Now viral, the hashtag is tied to countless tweets aimed at Deen. 
 

Did anybody say "Lynchables" yet? #PaulasBestDishes 
— Lucky. (@LxckyVII) June 19, 2013 

 

Uncle Tomato 
Soup #paulasbestdishes 
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— Larry (@larry8675309) June 
19, 2013 

 

Cotton Pickin' Fried 
Chicken #paulasbestdishes 
— Jordan Billups 
(@FunnyLittleLola) June 19, 
2013 
 
 

Back Of The Bus 
Biscuits #PaulasBestDishes 
— ???.pa? (michael) 
(@emptychampagne) June 19, 
2013 

 

You Hear White Folk Talkin 
You Better 
Hushpuppies #PaulasBestDishes 
— Shen Tsung 
(@Rebel_Salute) June 19, 2013 

 

 

Swing Low, Sweet Cherry 
Pie #PaulasBestDishes 
— imani ? ? 
(@bootysmoke) June 19, 2013 
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Hashtags.org Editorial 
June 24, 2013  

https://www.hashtags.org/featured/paulasbestdishes-the-apology-and-the-non-renewed-contract/ 
 
Celebrity chef Paula Deen is feeling the heat as the hashtag #PaulasBestDishes continue to trend on Twitter, drawing 
criticism and jokes from online users.  
 
Based on reports, Deen made anti-semitic and racist jokes in a deposition in a suit brought by Lisa Jackson, the chef’s ex-
employee. The deposition was recorded on video and there were further reports alleging that Deen constantly used the 
derogatory word, Nigger, and also suggested an outrageous wedding idea to let black waiters wear slave costumes.  
 
Tracy Clayton, editor of TheRoot.com, decided that Paula Deen might also like to know how her fans and viewers feel 
about her comments and jokes. Clayton (@brokeymcpoverty) launched the hashtag #PaulasBestDishes, which is also the 
name of her TV show on Food Network.  
 
The hashtag immediately brought in several online users, who had rhetorics and jokes of their own relating to Deen’s 
apparent racism and kitchen concoctions. There were other funny and witty remarks that made use of metaphors to link 
her cooking with the recent anti-semitic issues. Clayton herself tweeted, “Kale and Kabbage Kasserole (KKK for short)” 
followed by the hashtag. KKK is also the acronym used by an anti-black movement or organization who call themselves 
the Ku Klux Klan.  
 
By June 19, 2013, the hashtag nabbed the top spot on Twitter in trending topics. The posts grew to several hundreds on 
June 19, also called by online users, Juneteenth. June 19 is known as Emancipation or Freedom Day, which 
commemorates the abolition of slavery in Texas in 1865.  
 
The hashtag garnered as many as 18,000 tweets at its peak. Since it started in June 19 (racking up 3,000 tweets at its first 
hour), it has generated 120,500 unique tweets.  
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